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Copyright & Fair Use Resources for Educators 

“In fact, materials on copyright for the educational community tend to overstate the risk of educators 
being sued for copyright infringement—and in some cases convey outright misinformation about the 
subject. In effect, they interfere with genuine understanding of the purpose of copyright—to promote 
the advancement of knowledge through balancing the rights of owners and users.”  

Center for Social Media  

General Resources: 

Center for Social Media (School of Communications, American University) - 
http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org/resources/fair_use/  

Code of Best Practices in Fair Use for Media Literacy Education:  Very readable – and only 17 pages -
http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org/files/pdf/Media_literacy_txt.pdf 

Teaching about Copyright & Fair Use: Renee Hobbs (Media Education Lab at Temple University) has 
created excellent units of practice for elementary, middle, and high school students - 
http://mediaeducationlab.com/index.php?page=287  

Unlocking Copyright Confusion - Renee Hobbs’ wiki for sharing copyright & fair use resources - 
http://copyrightconfusion.wikispaces.com/Presenting  

Finally the End to Copyright Confusion Has Arrived – Online slideshow by Renee Hobbs - 
http://www.slideshare.net/reneehobbs/finally-the-end-to-copyright-confusion-has-arrived-
presentation?nocache=3970  

Copyrightfriendly – High school librarian Joyce Valenza’s wiki - 
http://copyrightfriendly.wikispaces.com/  

Creative Commons – Besides understanding copyright, how about “copyleft”? - 
http://search.creativecommons.org/ . Checkout the video Wanna Work Together? - 
http://support.creativecommons.org/videos#wwt  

Cyberbee: Copyright Resources for Elementary Students - http://www.cyberbee.com/copyrt.html  

Copyright Basics for Kids – Students can earn a certificate at this site - http://www.copyrightkids.org/  

Stanford University’s Center for Internet and Society – Be sure to checkout the video A Fairy(y) Tale - 
http://cyberlaw.stanford.edu/documentary-film-program/film/a-fair-y-use-tale  

 

Got Music?  Copyright & Royalty Free Resources: 

Moby Gratis- If you're a Moby fan, you'll appreciate having permission to use some of his discarded 
tunes - http://www.mobygratis.com/film-music.html  

Jamendo- A vast collection of truly royalty free music - http://www.jamendo.com/en/  

Kevin McCloud - I found this resource via Mathew Needleman's blog. In Mathew's words: "This guy 
has great movie music that’s easily searchable by mood and style. I don’t know how he makes a living 
cuz he’s giving good stuff away for free." - http://incompetech.com/  

Links not working? Updates are posted on regularly on Gail Desler’s wiki – 
http://toolkit4blogwalker.wikispaces.com 



SEVA Grade Levels
Grades K­3 | Grades 4­6 | Grades 7­8
Grades 9­12 | College/University

SEVA Categories
Documentary
An in­depth educational study about classroom curriculum 
topics, issues or people in current events or history.

Instructional
Provides “how to” advice or teaches a subject or skill 
related to an educational topic.

Public Service Announcements (PSA)
A short promotional piece about an educational topic that 
must be thirty seconds (:30) or one minute (:60) in length.

School News
Campus news programs or event coverage in your school 
such as a concert, theater production, play or other activity.

Technical Requirements
SEVA entries can be submitted on DVD or MiniDV. DVDs 
must play on standard DVD players not just on comput­
ers. Please make a best quality copy of your edited show to 
enter and one for yourself. SECC cannot return any media.

It’s a Student Video Contest
Students must produce their videos with minimal parental 
and teacher involvement. Any indication that major amounts 
of the video were produced by adults and not the student 
will result in the video’s disqualifi cation from the contest.

Judging Criteria
Judges assign points in the following areas:
• Educational Message Strength
Does your video convey a clear educational message? 
What is your message?

New Entry Process
Step 1:   Go online at www.secctv.org to fi ll out the entry form.

Step 2:   Once you fi ll out and submit the form, you will receive an email confi rmation form.

Step 3:   Print your email confi rmation form.

Step 4:   Get the signatures: student producer(s), parent/legal guardian and teacher must all sign the email 
  confi rmation form in their designated areas.

Step 5:   Bring your signed email confi rmation form and DVD entry to the SECC offi ce at 3780 Rosin Court, Suite 150;  
  Sacramento, CA 95834; (916) 920­1006 by Friday, March 6, 2009 at 7:00 pm.

Step 6:   Last step! Come to the SEVA Award Night on Thursday, May 7, 2009 to walk the red carpet, meet fellow 
  producers and fi nd out if your video wins.

The 2009 SEVA entry form and guidelines are now online at www.secctv.org

• Originality & Creativity
Is your video original and creative? Is all of the content in 
your entry created by you and/or your fellow producers? 

• Organization of Production
Does your video have a clear beginning, middle and end? 
Can the audience follow your story in a logical order?

• Production & Technical Quality
Judges look at the camera work, talent, lighting, sound, 
editing and graphics. Did you proofread all graphics and text 
in your video? Is your talent (reporter, interviewer or narra­
tor) easy to understand? Is your video family friendly and 
appropriate for viewing at school (ie. language and content)?

• Overall Impression
Does the viewer learn something new or interesting from 
your video?

Copyright Policy
Since the SEVAs are broadcast, cablecast on television and 
presented online, entries must contain only originally pro­
duced video, graphics, images, animation, music and sound. 
If you include any copyrighted materials, your entry must be 
accompanied by formal permission waivers obtained from 
their sources. All video, photos and music must be original 
or proof of permission to use the copyrighted elements 
must be provided. Videos that contain unauthorized copy­
righted elements will be disqualifi ed from the contest.

Releases
As a producer, you must have the permission of each per­
son included in your video. Download a talent release form:
http://www.secctv.org/wufoo/sevareleaseform2009.pdf

Notes
Videos submitted in languages other than English must con­
tain English subtitles. Judges reserve the right to not give an 
award in a category or to disqualify an entry.

SEVA 2009 ENTRY FORM

Open to all Sacramento county students (K­20), the SEVA 
contest celebrates the talents and vision of student video 
producers.  Entries are due Friday, March 6, 2009.
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